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Bolivia Volunteer Program  

City Information
Sucre is the beautiful colonial judicial capital located in the Andean highlands of Bolivia. It is known as the "White City of the
Americas" due to its numerous colonial buildings, all of which are painted in white and topped with shiny red tile roofs. Set in a
valley surrounded by low mountains, Sucre is small (pop. 150,000) so that it is very easy to explore on foot. A university
town, considered the center of learning and progressive thought within Bolivia, Sucre has many museums, a lively central
plaza, shops and restaurants. The city has a youthful, energetic feel despite its old-fashioned look created by the numerous
ancient mansions and colonial churches.

This charming colonial city and its nearby villages has a sizable Indigenous population who maintain their customs and colorful
dress. Locals and visitors are attracted to the markets where food, textiles and other products are sold in barter fashion.

You could volunteer in
 √   Students will need to select 3 choices for the volunteer

 •   Health
 •   Social Services
 •   Orphanage
 •   Services for the Visual Impaired
 •   Teaching K12
 •   Natural Resources
 •   Children's Museum

The Program
This volunteer program is for people interested in learning about sustainable solutions to poverty. All volunteers will work in
partnership with local people in a variety of community-based projects. This unique program offers exciting hands-on work
opportunities, meaningful cultural immersion, and an enriching language program. 

The Program includes includes 20 hours per week of Spanish classes. Maximum number of students per class is 5, with the
average being 2 students. Groups are organized in a way that each will always consist of students possessing the same level
of Spanish. At the conclusion of your studies, you will receive a certificate of completion. The method is based on the 4
language skills: listening, grammar, oral and written comprehension. No English will be used in class.

Classes are 55 minutes in length. Students may enroll for as many weeks as desired. In order to make sufficient progress and
gain the maximum benefit from the course, the following program duration ranges are recommended: Beginner (4-12 weeks),
Intermediate (2-12 weeks) and advanced (2-12 weeks). Courses lasting for more than 3 months will require a visa from the
Bolivian government. 

On the first Monday, students are given a city tour and information about the city, school, family life and culture. No formal
Spanish classes take place the student's first Monday. 

Classes are held 8:00-10:20, break 10:20-10:50, and resume 10:50-12:50. Sometimes in high season classes may take place in the afternoon too.
Teachers are rotated every week.

The volunteer program includes: 

• Group - 20 Hours per Week wih 2-5 Students per class.
• Homestay - Single Room with 2 meals daily.
• Arrival Transfer from Sucre airport
• Laundry service
• Placement Testing 
• 1-2 Organized Activities Weekly* 
• Access to E-mail 
• Access to Multimedia Learning Center 
• Certificate of Completion 
• Pre-Departure Information 
• Planning Guide 
• Medical, Accident and Sickness ** Coverage 
• Medivac Coverage 
• Other Travel Coverage (repatriation, baggage, personal effects, accidental death and dismemberment , etc.) 
• 24 Hour Emergency Multilingual Hotline (call collect from anywhere in the world) 

* Entrance fees, transportation, etc. may be at additional cost.
** See policy for definitions and exclusions.

Lodging
Homestays 
One of the most important components of your Spanish language and cultural experience in Bolivia is the homestay.
Homestay accommodation includes two meals (breakfast and lunch), private room, bathroom, and laundry service once a
week. Very few homes can provide a private bath for the student. Host families belong to Bolivia's middle class, although
students should take note that living standards in Bolivia are much lower than Europe or North America. Family homes are
located in neighborhoods usually nor more than a 20 to 30 minute walk to school. Participants choosing to stay with a family
should recognize that a certain degree of flexibility will be required to adjust to the Bolivian customs and way of life.

 



The NRCSA Center

Our center invites you to study Spanish immersed in the unique culture of Bolivia. Located in the heart of Sucre in a quiet historic, colonial area, just a few
blocks away from the city center. Our school offers a high quality program focusing on the four basic language skills: listening, grammar, oral and written
comprehension. 

To ensure complete Spanish language immersion, English is not permitted at any time in the classroom.

Classes are held in a 2 story building with seven classrooms, kitchen, a salon (for videos, etc.) a flat roof, nice roomy balcony, an interior patio, a small
area to get a sun tan. Access to email is free at the school for students and there are several internet cafes around the school area. Capacity of the
school is 40 students/day and participants are about 50% from Europe and 50% from North America. The age groups and occupations of their students
vary widely, including university-aged students, professionals and independent travelers of all ages, as well as retirees.

Our schools' teachers have a University Degree in Spanish and have been carefully selected because of their qualifications and experience in teaching
Spanish as a foreign language. Some of them are Doctors or have Master Degrees in teaching Spanish and literature, history or Latinamerican culture.

Our school chooses the teachers for their enthusiasm, kindness and patience, but most of all for their love of teaching Spanish to foreign students. All of
them know how to motivate, develop and support the student´s curiosity and interest in the Spanish Language, Bolivian culture and social life. 

They also know that the learning process continues outside the classroom. Our school is registered with and recognized by the Bolivian Ministry of
Education.

Activities
Excursions,Cultural & Social Activities As part of the language program, the school offers 2 to 3 organized activities every
week. In addition, students will find a daily schedule of cultural events in Sucre and surrounding areas, locations of theaters,
museums, and festivals, and all ticket information.

Activities include: Visits to local areas of interest, dance classes, cooking classes, parties & fiestas, spanish languages
videos & movies, seminars & discussion groups. Please Note: You may need to pay "out-of-pocket" expenses (bus fare,
entrance fees, etc.)

Weekend trips are not organized by the school, but they can assist you with your arrangements on-site

Dates & Fees

Volunteer Program

 •   4 weeks Classes & volunteer

 •   2 weeks Classes & 4 weks volunteer

 •   3 weeks Classes & 4 weks volunteer

 •   4 weeks Classes & 4 weks volunteer

 Additional week of Classes &
Lodging

 

Highlights

The Volunteer Program is for people 
interested in learning about sustainable 
solutions to poverty. All volunteers will work 
in partnership with local people in a variety of 
community-based projects. This unique 
program offers exciting hands-on work 
opportunities, meaningful cultural immersion, 
and enriching language program. 

HOW TO APPLY Send your registration with 
your resume and an introduction letter 
describing yourself, your background in the 
Spanish language, and the type of internship 
you are interested in/why you are qualified for 
that type of position.

National Registration Center for Study Abroad 
P.O. Box 1393    Milwaukee, WI   53201   USA

Tel: (414) 278-0631    Fax: (414) 271-8884    E-Mail: study@nrcsa.com

2009 Dates: Volunteer Program will start any Monday in 2009.

 4 weeks: $ 1.395

 6 weeks $ 1,395

  7 weeks $ 1565   

 8 weeks $ 1,785

$ 295

 Additional week of Lodging $ 185



  Hospital Pacheco
 
Subject: Medical

Objectives: An excellent opportunity for all those interested in the area of 
medicine. There are 400 patients, as well as a team of doctors, nurses, assis-
tants, psychologists, therapists, physiotherapists, Bolivian medical students, 
etc. Everything in this hospital is very clean and organized.

Location: The hospital is in Sucre, Bolivia. 15 minutes from our School.
Students would be able to start any monday of the month.

Eligibility: undergraduate, graduate students and adults with an undergradu-
ate degree or higher in the health care field.

Guidelines: Positions on a space available basis. These are unpaid positions.

Requirements:
* Experience working with young and old patients.
* Lots of patience, energy, and creativity!

The volunteers work mainly with friendly patients, talking with them, helping 
with exercises, practicing sports, etc. There is a section for elderly patients 
who need help with wheelchairs, reading newspapers and eating. Student vol-
unteers are not responsible for bathing these patients. The hospital employs 
persons who are specialists in this type of care.

Minimum Work Commitment: 4 weeks

Level in the language: Intermediate.
Beginner and Post Beginner level in Spanish must take 4 weeks pre course 
prior to beginning volunteer work.

Schedule: Varies approximately 10-20 hours per week

Capacity: (one volunteer)

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to the starting date of program.

Volunteer Programs in Bolivia

  Comedor Popular Centro Educativo

Subject: Social Services

Objectives: This is a developmental center for children who work in the 
streets, shining shoes, selling newspapers or carrying bags for women in the 
central market. The children are between the ages of 5 and 15.

The dining room prepares lunch for these kids and while they wait for food 
they take classes in drawing and Andean music, watch videos and may be 
examine by doctors. The schedule is from 11 to 2:00 pm.

Location: The facility is in Sucre, Bolivia. 15 minutes from our School.

Students would be able to start any monday of the month.

Eligibility: undergraduate, graduate students and adults with an undergradu-
ate degree or higher.

Guidelines: Positions on a space available basis. These are unpaid positions.

Requirements: From Monday to Friday around 20 children are in attendance. 
There may be as many as 35 or 40 during weekends and vacations.

Spanish-speaking volunteers are needed (intermediate level) who can perform 
any task necessary, be it cleaning up, playing games or making food. Above 
all, volunteers should be leaders who are responsible and can make their own 
decisions.

Minimum Work Commitment: 4 weeks

Level in the language: Intermediate level.
Beginner and Post Beginner level in Spanish must take 4 weeks pre course 
prior to beginning volunteer work.

Schedule: Varies approx.10-15 hours/week. The schedule is from 11 to 2pm.

Capacity: (two volunteer)

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to the starting date of the pro-
gram. Also, we do not know if position is available until you apply.

      
  Workshops and Sports for Orphans
 
Objectives: This center is a orphanage. There are children who have been 
abandoned or are at risk in their families. Most are between the ages of 5 and 
18. Kids come here for workshops in carpentry, shoe making, metallurgy and 
leather working. The idea is for them to develop manual skill in case they are 
unable to enter a university in the future.

Location: The Center is in Sucre, Bolivia. 15-20 minutes from our School.

Duration: 4 weeks to 12 weeks (Students can start any monday of the month)

Eligibility: undergraduate degree or higher.

Guidelines: Positions on a space available basis. These are unpaid posi-
tions.

Requirements: This positions are combined with the school language 
courses. Some Spanish preparatory work may be required before beginning 
the volunteering work. They need volunteers with some experience in admin-
istration, secretary, psychology, English professors and above all, people who 
know carpentry, shoe making, metallurgy and leather working. Also needed 
are those familiar with sports instruction; baseball, basketball and soccer, as 
well as those who know music or computers.

Minimum Commitment to work: 4 weeks

Level in the language: Intermediate, otherwise the student needs to take a 4 
week language program prior to the volunteer.

Schedule: In the afternoon

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry. 
One of the most important components of your Spanish language and cultural 
experience in Bolivia is the homestay. Very few homes can provide private 
bath for the student. Host families belong to Bolivia’s middle class, although 
students should take note that living standards in Bolivia are much lower than 
Europe or North America. Family homes are located in neighborhoods usu-
ally nor more than a 20 to 30 minute walk to school. Participants choosing to 
stay with a family should recognize that a certain degree of flexibility will be 
required to adjust to the Bolivian customs and way of life.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to the starting date of program. 
  

Service for the Visually Impaired
 
Objective: This foundation provides aid, education and rehabilitation to: pa-
tients who where born blind; who have lost their sight due to illness or acci-
dent or who are visually impaired in some capacity. Main focus or organization 
is to teach the patients how to live independently.

They currently have three programs in operation:
1) School for Children / Rehabilitation Clinics for Adults 
2) Boarding School (infants to 18 year old)
3) Two art workshops.

Location: The Center is in Sucre, Bolivia. 15-20 minutes from our School.

Eligibility: undergraduate, graduate students and adults with an undergradu-
ate degree or higher.

Guidelines: This are unpaid positions and available to anyone interested.

Requirements: They need Therapists, psychotherapists and teachers. They 
also need compassionate people with a understanding of underfunded orga-
nizations a must. Previous experience with blind/visually impaired not neces-
sary, just a desire to help in that arena.

Minimum Commitment to work: 4 weeks

Level in the language: High intermediate

Schedule: Varies depending on project and current need, 7 shifts available.

Capacity: 16 volunteers

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to the starting date of the pro-
gram. Also, we do not know if position is available until you apply.      

  



Volunteer Programs in Bolivia
  Teaching K12
 
Objectives: They need English and German teaching assistants for classroom 
instruction and also teaching English and German to school administration, 
teachers willing to support English or German teachers after classes.

Location: Private Kindergarden, Nursery Schools, Elementary and High 
Schools throughout Sucre.

Eligibility: undergraduate, graduate students and adults with an undergradu-
ate degree or higher.

Guidelines: This are unpaid positions. The positions are available to anyone 
interested that meets the requirements.

Requirements: Relevant experience in English and German teaching. Teacher 
certificate is a must.

Minimum Commitment to Work: 4 weeks

Level in the language: Intermediate

Schedule: Varies.

Capacity: Maximum of 1 or 2 volunteers at one time.

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to the starting date of the pro-
gram. Also, we do not know if position is available until you register.

  Natural Resources
 
Objective: A nonprofit organization dedicated to the environment especially 
educating people about the advantages to saving natural resources. They run 
3 separate programs that operate in different months throughout the year.

Tree project; dedicated to planting trees in parks, suburbs, streets, plazas, 
etc., volunteers work with neighbors and local citizens. Clean up project; vol-
unteers work with scouts cleaning up the city. Quality of life project; dedicated 
to educating people about natural resources, including water conservation, 
river contamination, etc., through presentations in public schools, theaters 
and community visits.

Eligibility: Any ages

Guidelines: This are unpaid positions. They are available to anyone that meets 
the requirements.

Requirements: A love for nature. Public speaking skills help!

Minimum Commitment to work: 4 weeks

Level in the language: Intermediate

Schedule: Depending on the projects. Tree project runs from October 2nd 
until the end of February. Clean up project runs from September 15 to October 
15. Quality of Life Project runs from April 22nd (Earth Day) until October 2nd.

Capacity: Up to 20 volunteers at one time.

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to requested program start date. 
We don’t know if the positions are available until you apply.

  

 Children’s Museum
 
Objective: The Museum primarily serves 20,000 school children annually from 
the city of Sucre, offering interactive exhibits on Bolivian culture, health, sci-
ence, art and applied technology. The children will be able to assimilate new 
knowledge and be encouraged to use their imagination to construct their own 
realities, enjoy and express themselves.

The museum staff of professionals includes an anthropologist, architect, 
designer, educator and psychologist along with itinerant consultants in the 
areas of exhibit design, linguistics, theatre and museum science as well as 
the extraordinary help of hundreds of volunteers from all over the world along 
the year.

This Museum is an effort towards the interaction of the human experience, 
physical and meta-physical, logical and magical, proposes three programs 
that constitute pervasive yet unifying themes to be considered in the develop-
ment of all museum exhibits and activities. These three programs are 1) inter-
cultural dialogue between children, 2) study of the environment encompassing 
the child and 3) the development of a child’s creativity and expression.

They also offer ceramics classes, English lessons, drawing/paint courses, 
etc… for kids aged 6 to 12 years old.

Eligibility: Any ages

Guidelines: This are unpaid positions. They are available to anyone that meets 
the requirements.

Requirements: A love for nature. Public speaking skills help!

Minimum Commitment to work: 4 weeks

Level in the language: Intermediate

Schedule: After school

Capacity: Up to 20 volunteers at one time.

Lodging: With a host family, single with private bath and 2 meals and laundry.

Other: Please register at least 40 days prior to the starting date of the program.

  



 

At A Glance - Sucre, Bolivia  

 General

  •  No maximum age. Minimum age is 18 (often waived if accompanied by an adult).
  •  Location: Downtown
  •  Size: varies considerably by season. The 'average' is under 25 foreign students.
  •  Medical: school refers students if needed (medical costs additional). See below for information regarding insurance.
  •  Vacations: no class make-up on National, Regional, or local holidays or the year-end (Mid December to Early January).
  •  Arrival airport transfers are included if flights advised 30 days prior arrival.

 Classes

  •  Foreign language classes are taught entirely in the foreign language (immersion method).
  •  All levels are welcome (beginner to advanced) unless otherwise specified above.

  •  Levels: placement tests are used. If there is no full group at your level, smaller group or tutor may be given with fewer
hours per week.

  •  Tutor means one-on-one class (private teacher). Shared tutor means two-on-one.
  •  Students/class is maximum people per class ... which may be exceeded by 1-2 persons due to level placement.
  •  Texts and materials are over $15 per level.
  •  Class-hour is 45 to 60 minutes (Most universities use a 50 minute hour).

 Lodging & Meals

  •  Accommodation address given upon arrival.
  •  Lodging ends day after last day of class. Begins the day prior to start of class.
  •  Meals: See 'cost includes' above for which meals included. (2 meals means breakfast and
  •  In homestays, meal times and content will vary.

 Cultural Program & Activities (Entrance fees/bus fares may be additional)

  •  Excursions average 1-2 weekly.
  •  Weekly cultural lectures or activities (included).

 Children

  •  School favored by families traveling with children.
  •  Lodging, daycare and tutor classes available.

 Insurance - - for study dates prepaid through NRCSA.

  •  24 Hour Emergency Multilingual Hotline (call collect from anywhere in the world)
  •  $25,000 Emergency Medical Evacuation
  •  $10,000 Accident or Sickness ($100 deductible per claim)
  •  $5,000 Emergency Reunion
  •  See policy for definitions and exclusions

  •  Increased insurance coverages available on request and at additional cost. Please inquire with NRCSA at least 3
weeks prior to departure.

 

National Registration Center for Study Abroad 
P.O. Box 1393    Milwaukee, WI   53201   USA

Tel: (414) 278-0631    Fax: (414) 271-8884    E-Mail: study@nrcsa.com



Your Signature (if you are under age 18, both parents must also sign)

PREREGISTRATION FORM – NRCSA PROGRAMS
1. Complete & send to NRCSA, P.O. Box 1393, Milwaukee, WI 53201, USA • Tel. (414) 278-0631 • Fax (414) 271-8884 • Web: www.nrcsa.com

2. Enclose a non-refundable deposit/registration fee of $140 per person, per program, payable to NRCSA ($40 registration fee & $100 
    program deposit applied towards the program costs).

3. Register early. Add $40 per person late enrollment fee if paying in full within 40 days of departure. Within 20 days, payments by certified check.

4. Credit Cards may be used for deposits (see “H” below). NRCSA street address for overnight deliveries is 207 East Buffalo Street, Suite 610, 
     Milwaukee, WI 53202 USA. You are welcome to photocopy this form. Please send separate form for each school if taking multiple programs.

A. Name(s) _______________________________ Sex ______ Birthdate____________Citizenship______________      
                                                                                  Please print

__________________________________________ Employer _____________________Occupation ______________
                                                                                                                                                                                             If student, school attending and year

Street: ___________________________________________________________ Tel. Home: _____________________
                                             Street address (not P.O. Box) where someone can sign for documents sent to you.
                                                                                                                     Tel. Work: ______________________  

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________ Fax: __________________________________
                                                                                                                     E-mail: ________________________  

In Emergency, notify:_______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                            (Name, Address, Phone)

B. BACKGROUND:______________________________________________________________________________
                                                          Describe your background in the course you’re taking abroad. Check your ability level:

C. LODGING: _______________________________________________
                                        Schools will try (cannot guarantee) to meet them. Special Diet (may be available) at additional cost.

D. GOALS: _________________________________________________ 

E.  INSURANCE:  Includes prepaid study dates. To extend coverage up to 30 days 
                                          before/after study dates, add $5/day or $19/week and advise dates.

  Beginner          Post Beginner
  Intermediate    Advanced

  Single                Share Twin        Other: ____________
  Yes Smoking     No Smoking      Either
  Yes Pets            No Pets             Either
  Yes Children      No Children       Either

 
 H. CREDIT CARDS:

For program deposit only (not final payment) check:
     VISA       Mastercard       American Express    Amount Charged $ _________

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___          ____ /____
                              Card Number (13 or more numbers)                                           Exp Date

                     SIGNATURE (as on card)                                   PRINT name (as on card)

CHANGE FEES of at least $35 apply for each change you make. Some “changes” may result in cancellation fees.
CANCELLATIONS are effective the day received in writing by NRCSA in Milwaukee. All payments less $140 per program fully refundable up to 60 days prior to departure. For cancellations within 60 days of departure, $250 
per person is not refundable; within 40 days of departure, less 50% of program cost or $300 per person (whichever is greater); within 14 days of departure, 100% of program cost is non refundable. Airline cancellation penalties, 
if any, are in addition to those outlined above. Cancellation penalties are per person, per program. Medical, baggage (above that included) and cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. Attach a note if you have a medical 
condition or Rx which the school/center should know about.
CONDITIONS: Each institution listed herein is independent of the National Registration Center for Study Abroad (hereinafter referred to as NRCSA, controls, and will periodically make changes in the program. Classes may 
fill, be changed, or dropped by the sponsoring academic institutions. NRCSA is a division of Mibar Ltd. and is not responsible for these changes or other actions beyond its control such as strikes, postal delays or loss, mechani-
cal breakdowns, weather, government actions, delay or acts/omissions of suppliers. NRCSA may make changes or substitutions or cancel any program. In the event of entire program cancellation by NRCSA, liability is limited 
to refunding all monies paid to NRCSA for said program. Passengers electing not to use portions of a program shall not be entitled to a refund. No agent or representative of NRCSA shall have the right to alter the provisions 
listed herein. Costs based on tariffs and exchange rates effective the date of printing of this material, and are subject to change. Additional costs resulting from such change will be paid by the participant. Registrations are valid 
when accepted by NRCSA in Milwaukee. The passage contract used by the airline, when issued, is the sole agreement between it and you. Photographs of or statements by participants may be used by NRCSA. NRCSA, group 
leaders or foreign coordinators, at their discretion, may get medical assistance for participants, or place them in a hospital, or fly them back to the U.S. for medical treatment. All costs related to medical treatment or evacuation 
will be paid by the participant. As visitors you are expected to adhere to foreign rules and customs. If the foreign staff feels you are not adhering to these rules and customs, your participation in the program shall terminate 
immediately without refund whatsoever.  A “homestay” is defined as living with a local person(s) in the foreign country and may not be multi generational, multinational, etc. It is the responsibility of the participant to have 
required proof of citizenship and visa(s) if applicable - check with the consulate of the country(s) you will be visiting. 
INFORMATION USE: Information provided to NRCSA will be shared with participating organizations to facilitate your registration.
NOTE: Classes canceled in honor of local holidays are not made up. Foreign Language schools use placement tests. If there is no group at your level, smaller group or tutor classes may be substituted with fewer hours per week.  
Classes are conducted entirely in the target language.  See Fast Facts Guide for more information.

Program Name (use title from Dates & Fees)

Date: Start Program 

No. of hours day/week

Disabilities/Allergies/Health Problems

How did you learn about NRCSA?

School/Center

City/Country

Date: Start Lodging (most start day before) 

No. of weeks attending

2nd Choice Program

Social Security Number

Options (see program for choices)

Check Preferences.

PREFER:              Homestay Involvement       Freedom to Come/Go
ARE YOU?           Quiet      Outgoing       Frequent Traveler
OBJECTIVES:      Enrichment        Academic Credit       Job Related
HOBBIES:            Reading     Music     Cooking     Jogging     Sports

 F.  PROGRAM
INFORMATION

INSURANCE INCLUDED for 
PRE-PAID STUDY DATES

ACCIDENT / MEDICAL INSURANCE UP TO $10,000  

EMERGENCY MEDICAL EVACUATION UP TO $25,000

EMERGENCY REUNION UP TO $5,000

REPATRIATION UP TO $7,500

LIFE INSURANCE $5,000

24 HOUR EMERGENCY WORLDWIDE-

MULTI-LINGUAL TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE


